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in the interest of furthering Indian nationalism or in the desire of creating facilities
for good administration. The Moslems demand that Sindh should be forthwith
separated, but they hasten to assert at the same time that if there be any regrouping
or revision of the present boundary of the provinces for administrative conveniences,
it should be done in a way as not to affect the Moslem majority in the Punjab,
Bengal and N. W. F.Provinces. It is no sin if the Hindus are in a majority
in Hindustan, the land of the Hindus, but the Moslem mentality
is so steeped in what may be called competitive retaliation that when
nature does not come up to their help, artifical means must be requisitioned to
create new provinces to give them the prestige of the majority. The
demand No. 10 is most amazing. Public services comprise the soul of the
administration of the country which forms the very foundation of Swaraj.
But even here there must be division on religious differences. Rather
than urge that public services should be recruited on merit and competency
ascertained through open competitive tests they demanded that they should be
reared up on religious and sectional differences. Has there ever been a, demand
in England that Scotchmen, Irishmen and such other sections inhabiting Great
Britain should have statutory provision for their adequate share in all the public
services of the State which have made the British Empire the wonder of the world ?

Without tiring the patience of the audience by such detailed examination of
all the 14 points of the Moslem demands, it xvill be enough if I may say in general
that the motive which has inspired these demands is to divide the Moslems from
the Hindus and to keep them ever separate from each other, so that ^ they may ever
remain in two water-right compartments in all departments of public life from top
to bottom. This means the very negation of the aim of evolving India into one
composite nation. This strikes at the very root of the idea of Hindu-Muslim
unity.

I am decidedly of opinion that the Hindus "should never agree to communalism.
If the Moslems persist in drawing their lonely furrow and in their present mentality
to tt}ink and act as they like, without caring for the good-will and co-operation of
the Hindus, they know their business better ; but I am sure they will see the
unwisdom of it eventually. But we must give them a solemn assurance that ^ there
ought to be no fear of the Hindus exercising the tyranny of their majority in any
shape or manner as they have never done before. If the Moslems are not still
satisfied with the assurance and do not come forward to join hands with us m
formulating a scheme of Dominion Status in a spirit of pure nationalism, then let
the Hindus alone do it and press for it but in a spirit of unalloyed nationalism and
and let the Moslems try and get what they want from the Government to ^ satisfy
their commualism so that in that case Government alone will be responsible for
what they shall do to encourage and feed Moslem communalism without the consent
of the Hindus, Let the Hindus be firm and stern in their opposition to the intro-
duction of communalisra in the constitution of the country beyond what has already
been conceded in the Nehru Report*

SQCIO-RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

Having so far said what I had to say concerning the politics of the country, I
shall now say a few words about the socio-religious activities of the Hindu Maba-
sabha. If we want to remain as Hindus and if we desire that the name of Hindus-
than of this land be really so in fact as it is in name, we must whole-heartedly go
in for Shuddhi and for complete and undistinguishable absorption of the untouch-
ables amongst ourselves. I appeal here with all earnestness and sincerity to ortho-
dox friends that they should take courage in both hands and accept the lead of the
Hindu Mahasabha in this matter. As for the movement of Satyagraha that las
been started for the practical removal of untouchability, I express my whole-hearted
sympathy, What surprises me most is that the high-caste Hindus do not still see
the folly of eventual yielding under compulsion rather than doing so to-day wifeh
high-niikded grace and earn the grateful thanks of all,

VICEREGAL PRONOUNCEMENT

Now I propose to say  a. few  words   about  the   Viceregal   pronouncement
Dominion Sjatus for India,    The Viceregal statement has been   scrutinised